
PLANNING & ZONING MEETING MINUTES 
21 Apr 2026 
SNOWFLAKE TOWN COUNCIL (ToS) CHAMBERS 
 
PRESENT: Michael Lunt (chair), Justin White (vice chair), Jenn Russell, Heather Layton, Sherida 
Slade (new commissioner) 
Staff: Scott Allen, Bruce Meyer 
 
1. Call to order at 7:02 p.m. by chair Lunt 
 
2. Prayer/Pledge: Sherida Slade / Heather Layton 

 
3. Installing New Commissioners 

Mayor Byron Lewis: thanks all the commissioners for their willingness to serve the Town and 
challenges each commissioner to impartially evaluate requests for re-zoning, variances, Special 
Use Permits, and developments against ToS code using the General Plan as the guide as they 
discharge their duties.  He then administered the oath to new commissioners Heather Layton and 
Sherida Slade (same oath used for Town Council members, mayor, etc.). 

 
4. Call to the Public: 

None 
 
5. Commissioner Reports: 

Michael Lunt, nothing to report 
Justin White, nothing to report 
Jenn Russell, reported on 250 4th, URL: www.snowflaketaylor.org Snowflake 250th Celebratory 
Committee is inviting every citizen of Snowflake and Taylor to rise to the challenge — to grow, 
to serve, and to celebrate the values that built this nation 

 
6. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 

Motion by Russell, 2nd by White to approve the minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Hearing: Motion by Layton, 2nd by Slade to open the public hearing for agenda items 7.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A. Zoning Change request for parcel 202-38-016, no address yet, from Agriculture to 

Residential-1 One Acre under Town Code 10-9. 
 

The current parcel is 5 acres in size, and the rezone request would allow the parcel to be split 
into 1-acre parcels. 
 
Requestor/owner Derick Ortiz restated the application; plans on creating 2 one acre lots, 
leaving the remaining lot at 3 acres; presented to the commissioners an unofficial survey 
layout with easements and septic layout (attached). 
 
Local resident Gary Fenstermaker reminded the commissioners that easements need to be 
clearly defined; public easements are essential for infrastructure improvements and 
ingress/egress of emergency vehicles. 
 
Local resident Melissa Jacobson voiced concern about the loss of the country-feel that 
agriculture zoning implies.  Used example of Stellar Air Park development in Chandler AZ 
where agriculture zoning was changed for housing development, residential growth brought 



complaints about animal smell, etc.  CDD Meyer shared that ToS has no horse property 
ordinance, ToS does limit the number of large animals allowed by property size. 
 
Local resident Derek Jacobson voiced concern about storm water flow control, indicated that 
he had built berms around his property to redirect storm water flow.  Was concerned that new 
access road(s) would not be useable when it rains.  CDD Meyer shared that ToS is aware of 
the storm water flow in this area, it has been designated as a Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA) and requires flood resistant building designs, base flood elevations (BFE), and 
similar code drainage requirements. 
 
The commissioners were reminded of the public comments attached to this agenda item by 
email from adjacent property owner Mark Freeman (see attached). 
 
No additional community comments were presented. 

 
B. Zoning Change request for parcel 202-31-034A, address 41 S Dewitt ST, from Agriculture to 

Residential-2 Two Acre. 
 

The current parcel is 5 acres in size, and the rezone request would allow the parcel to be split 
into 2-acre parcels. 
 
Requestor/owner Jared Bjorn reviewed the desired survey layout with the commission (see 
attached). 
 
No community comments were presented. 
 

 
Motion by Layton, 2nd by Slade to close the public hearing for agenda items 7.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

8. Discussion/Action Items: 
 

A. Recommend for council approval or deny Zoning Change request for parcel 202-38-016, no 
address yet, from Agriculture to Residential-1 One Acre under Town Code 10-9. 
 
Using the ToS ARCGis Scott Allen showed and reviewed with the commissioners the 
existing lots and current property access.  A new road with the capacity to handle emergency 
vehicle traffic is required. 
 
Motion by White to recommend the zoning change request to the Council for approval, 2nd 
by Layton.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

B. Recommend for council approval or deny the Zoning Change request for 202-31-034A, 
address 41 S Dewitt ST, from Agriculture to Residential-2 Two Acre. 
 
Using the ToS ARCGis Scott Allen showed the commissioners the parcel and surrounding 
streets/homes with their current zoning. 
 
Motion by Layton to recommend the zoning change request to the Council for approval, 2nd 
by Lunt.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 



C. Commissioners discussed and suggested clarification/edits/additions to the memorandum for 
staff to incorporate and return to the commission for review; indicated they understand the 
intent and agree it should be used once reviewed/approved for permit requestors. 

D. Commissioners had no definitions/clarifications ready for review/approval/recommendation 
to Council from the work session. 
 

9. Adjournment: 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 











 
 





 


